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Why the change? 
● Previously schools were guided by Letters and Sounds 2007 which involved 

schools themselves building a programme around the handbook.  
● However, the government recognised,  2007 Letters and Sounds was not fit for 

purpose because it does not provide the support, guidance, resources or training 
needed for consistency.

● The government directive is that schools must take an approach that is rigorous, 
systematic, used with fidelity (any resources used should exactly match the 
Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence (GPC) progression of their chosen SSP 
approach), and achieves strong results for all pupils.

● The validation scheme indicates that a programme meets all of the most recent 
Department for Education (DfE) criteria for an effective systematic synthetic 
phonics (SSP) programme.



Why the change? 
● By ensuring high-quality phonics teaching the government aims to improve literacy 

levels to:
○ give all children a solid base upon which to build as they progress through 

school
○ help children to develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both 

pleasure and information

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-teaching-materials-core-criteria-and-
self-assessment/validation-of-systematic-synthetic-phonics-programmes-supporting-docu
mentation

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme/list
-of-phonics-teaching-programmes 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-teaching-materials-core-criteria-and-self-assessment/validation-of-systematic-synthetic-phonics-programmes-supporting-documentation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-teaching-materials-core-criteria-and-self-assessment/validation-of-systematic-synthetic-phonics-programmes-supporting-documentation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-teaching-materials-core-criteria-and-self-assessment/validation-of-systematic-synthetic-phonics-programmes-supporting-documentation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme/list-of-phonics-teaching-programmes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme/list-of-phonics-teaching-programmes


Why Monster Phonics?

https://youtu.be/AJsIpcXdI7Y 

https://youtu.be/AJsIpcXdI7Y




Monster Phonics Electronic Reading Books 
● Children will engage in two guided sessions a week in school 
● This Ebook will be directed to you on Wednesday afternoons with other homework 

○ https://monsterphonics.com/books-old/stage-1-sample/ 
● You will have access to the whole stage however, It is essential you do not read ahead
● These books are carefully selected and are in line with the child’s ability to read fluently without 

sounding and blending out loud 
● You may notice that these books seem easier than books sent the previously, however, this is a 

crucial part of their learning 
● Your class teacher will regularly placement assess them to ensure that they are at 90% fluency

○ https://monsterphonics.com/guide-to-reading-monster-phonics-books/  

https://monsterphonics.com/books-old/stage-1-sample/
https://monsterphonics.com/guide-to-reading-monster-phonics-books/


Sharing Books 
● Alongside one Monster Phonics electronic reading book you will receive three sharing books. The aim 

of the sharing books are to create a love for reading 
● Two books will be chosen by your child from the old banded reading scheme 
● THEY WILL NOT BE ASSESSED AGAINST THE OLD COLOUR BANDS 
● The old bands will be grouped together for each year group

○ For example: Lilac to Yellow for Reception 
● The children will then be able to choose two books independently 
● These books will encourage children to have a go, expose them to new sounds and a range of texts, 

however, these are still sharing books and will range in difficulty. Therefore, parents will need to 
engage with these books. 

● One sharing book will be sent home following the children's library visit, this book is for you to read 
and enjoy with your child 



On Wednesdays:
● One Monster Phonics Electronic Reading Book 

○ Reception will not receive reading books until they are able to read 90% of a 
book without sounding and blending out loud but will be sent flashcards to 
practise

On Fridays:
● Two books from the old scheme - randomly selected by 

your child 
● One sharing book from the library 



Spellings and Handwriting 

● Spellings and Handwriting will also be aligned to the Monster 
Phonics Scheme 



Timetable 
● Five 25 minute Phonics Lesson per week
● Two guided reading sessions per week 
● Three handwriting sessions per week 
● One shared read per week 

○ This will replace group reading in the wider school and is to 
encourage children to develop a love for reading as opposed 
to learning to read 

● Five 10 - 15 minute intervention sessions per week (where 

needed) 
It is important to note that it will differ slightly between 
the year groups 



Reception 
● Reception children will have five Monster Phonic sessions a week 
● All children will work on the same sounds, HFW and CEW words as a whole class and 

will engage in small group activities
● They will have two guided reading sessions a week using the Monster Phonics books 
● Reading books will not be sent home until children are able to sound and blend in 

their heads 90% of the words in the first reading stage 
● Initially, reading at home will focus on individual sounds, blends, HFW and CEW 
● We will have one shared reading session a week
● Interventions for those who need it are provided daily 



Reception 



Year One 

● Year One children will have five Monster Phonic sessions a week 
● All children will work on the same sounds, HFW and CEW as a whole class
● Homework may include activities to reinforce what has been learnt in class  
● They will have two guided reading sessions a week using the Monster Phonics 

books aligned to their individual placement on the scheme 
● The same reading book will be sent electronically on a Wednesday 
● We will have one shared reading session a week which will require parent 

volunteers. These books will not be from the scheme
● Interventions for those who need it will be timetabled in addition to the daily 

phonic sessions
● All children in Year one have a statutory Phonics check in June.  Please see the link 

in the last slide. There will be more information nearer the time





Year Two 
● Year Two children will have five Monster Phonic sessions a week 
● All children will work on the same sounds, HFW and  CEW as a whole class
● There is much more of a focus on spelling patterns and rules, grammar and punctuation
● Homework may include activities to reinforce what has been learnt in class  
● They will have two guided reading sessions a week using the Monster Phonics books aligned to 

their individual placement on the scheme
● Some children may no longer require reading books from the Monster Phonics scheme and these 

children will be assigned a reading book from our selection of age appropriate materials.
● Those reading monster phonics books, the same same reading book will be sent electronically on 

a Wednesday 
● We will have one shared reading session a week which will require parent volunteers. These books 

will not be from the scheme
● Interventions for those who need it will be timetabled in addition to the daily phonic sessions





Interventions 

● Interventions operate on  a same-day approach 

● This allows gaps in phonics knowledge to be addressed before the next 

phonics session

● The  intervention activities are simple, with reduced cognitive load and 

targeted using a multisensory approach to facilitate learning

● Blending and segmenting are practised within the sessions. Following on 

from this, children should be encouraged to blend and segment in their 

heads and eventually chunk longer words to read. This facilitates fluency



Parent Partnerships  
● Monster Phonics accelerates progress, so it is important to use this 

approach at home whenever you are helping your child with phonics 
or learning spellings

● We know that children learn best when parents and teachers follow 
the same methods. Working in the same way is vital for reinforcing 
learning

● Aspects of the scheme are new to all of us, whilst we may not have all 
of the answers immediately we will endeavour to answer any 
questions to the best of our ability.

● As we learn more about the Monster Phonics approach at Spinfield 
School, there may be small adjustments made along the way 



Monster Phonics Parent Account 

● Create an account to access EBooks 
○ https://monsterphonics.com/register/ebooks-

whole-scheme/?ca=97ea07fc9d7e8bc7f07b200
157a97ddf 

● Please use your child’s name - not yours!
● If you have used your name for the account please 

delete/edit 

https://monsterphonics.com/register/ebooks-whole-scheme/?ca=97ea07fc9d7e8bc7f07b200157a97ddf
https://monsterphonics.com/register/ebooks-whole-scheme/?ca=97ea07fc9d7e8bc7f07b200157a97ddf
https://monsterphonics.com/register/ebooks-whole-scheme/?ca=97ea07fc9d7e8bc7f07b200157a97ddf


Parent Webinars 
● Thursday 6th October 2022 - 20:00pm - 20:30pm 

○ https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-webinar-phonics-explai
ned-how-to-help-your-child-with-phonics-tickets-424521263527
?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medi
um=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb

● Thursday 20th October 2022 - 20:00 pm - 20:30 pm 
○ https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-webinar-phonics-explai

ned-how-to-help-your-child-with-phonics-tickets-392982480177
?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medi
um=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-webinar-phonics-explained-how-to-help-your-child-with-phonics-tickets-424521263527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-webinar-phonics-explained-how-to-help-your-child-with-phonics-tickets-424521263527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-webinar-phonics-explained-how-to-help-your-child-with-phonics-tickets-424521263527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-webinar-phonics-explained-how-to-help-your-child-with-phonics-tickets-424521263527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-webinar-phonics-explained-how-to-help-your-child-with-phonics-tickets-392982480177?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-webinar-phonics-explained-how-to-help-your-child-with-phonics-tickets-392982480177?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-webinar-phonics-explained-how-to-help-your-child-with-phonics-tickets-392982480177?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-webinar-phonics-explained-how-to-help-your-child-with-phonics-tickets-392982480177?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb


Resources for Parents  
● Activities

https://monsterphonics.com/free-phonics-worksheets/

● Ideas for learning spellings
https://monsterphonics.com/free-resources/fun-ways-to-help-children-learn-phonics-spelling/

● Games
https://monsterphonics.com/games/

● Flashcards
https://monsterphonics.com/flashcards-2/

● Information about the phonics screening check
https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/letters-and-sounds/
https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/ks1-spelling-curriculum/
https://monsterphonics.com/the-phonics-screening-check/

https://monsterphonics.com/free-phonics-worksheets/
https://monsterphonics.com/free-resources/fun-ways-to-help-children-learn-phonics-spelling/
https://monsterphonics.com/games/
https://monsterphonics.com/flashcards-2/
https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/letters-and-sounds/
https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/ks1-spelling-curriculum/
https://monsterphonics.com/the-phonics-screening-check/

